


Nov. 8, 2019 

Hello again, Allegro parents!


I hope the second semester of the school year is going well and you are preparing for the upcoming 
holiday season. I love this time of year with that chill in the air and anticipation of spending time with 
loved ones.


Just in case we haven’t met, my name is Andy Lyons, and I am honored to serve you, your children 
and

our faculty as chairman of the Allegro Charter School of Music Board of Directors. I am a founding 
board member who helped in developing Allegro from the very beginning.


I want to update you on our efforts to move into another school building. We had previously told you 
of plans of building a new school building on 
property owned by the Jenkins Institute for 
Children off Azalea Drive in North Charleston. The 
Jenkins board have become tremendous friends 
of Allegro, and we have been so appreciative of 
their willingness to partner with us. Unfortunately, 
multiple complications on site have led to 
construction costs escalating to levels Allegro 
can no longer afford. I’m excited to tell you that 
another opportunity presented itself two and a 
half miles away that is far less expensive and 
would require us to borrow much less money.


The Allegro Board of Directors recently voted 
unanimously to purse an agreement with a non-
profit group named Metanoia, whose focus is 
revitalizing the Chicora-Cherokee neighborhood. 
Metanoia will be renovating the entire former 
school building, as they continue to work with the 
neighborhood. 


Allegro will occupy the three floors of about half 
of the former Chicora Elementary School and we plan to move into this space by December 2020. 
This is a great opportunity for Allegro to occupy a once majestic space with large classrooms, plenty 
of sunlight and a soon-to-be refurbished 300-seat auditorium operated by the City of North 
Charleston. Even though it will cost less, this building will be more elaborate than anything Allegro 
could afford to build on its own.


The lease on our current facility ends after this school year, however right now the Board and 
Principal Daniel Neikirk are working with the Catholic Diocese of Charleston to continue leasing our 
current facility as well and our nearby classrooms and office until construction is complete. 




This larger, more permanent solution to Allegro’s needs will fulfill our requirements for decades to 
come. Opportunities like this do not 
come along often for a public charter 
school and the board is very excited to 
move to this new space. I recognize that 
you may have questions. That’s why I -- 
along with a few members of our board 
and the leadership of Metanoia -- plan to 
address parents and answer questions 
during a meeting at Allegro on 
Wednesday, November 13th, at 5pm. I 
hope to see you there. 


If you have questions for me, please feel 
free to email me at 

andylyons4@gmail.com or call me on my cellphone at 843-513-3791. 


Thank you so much for entrusting Allegro Charter School of Music with your child’s education and 
passion for music. 


Sincerely,


Andy Lyons

Chairman of the Board of Directors  
Allegro Charter School of Music


